1. How did the idea of this program come about?

As with most other ideas, necessity. The last public outing of the group was in December 2003 and with new members on board everyone was itching to get out on the public stage. Originally we were targeting a December 2006 show, but in late February I’d heard that some dates in mid March at KLPac had become available so we went for it. We were too late for March but were told that April dates were good and so here we are!

The idea of a two-half show was something that I’d wanted the group to do two years ago, but an MBA for me got in the way. The group had rehearsed songs from the existing repertoire along with a host of new ones for performance on the corporate circuit. The neatest division appeared to be along a “before and after” partition and that was how it ultimately came to be. It also fit the transitional sense that the group is moving forward with new blood, yet the older blood is still ever ready to strut their stuff. Equally, given the time constraints (admittedly self inflicted), the songs that had been rehearsed for the corporate circuit audiences also fit this partition, and so it all fit together.

2. What can the audience expectd? How is it different from other vocal concerts?

The audience can expect an entertaining show. SIX2EIGHT has always been about putting on entertaining shows rather than anything that might be termed “artsy” and this time around it is no different. The songs will be all vocal arrangements of fairly well known songs that we feel benefit from the accapella treatment and deserve an airing. At the same time, Edna Tan has worked tirelessly in choreographing the entire show in terms of movements within each of the songs and the transitions. When coupled with the full lighting design capabilities that the new KLPac offers, and the ways in which lighting designer Kevin Tan has visualized colours, we hope that it will take Malaysian performance accapella to a different level.

3. So you sing `rockapella’ – what is it and why do you sing it?

That’s a tough one to answer in a short space. Rockappella is essentially accapella with a beat. There’s a US based vocal group actually named “Rockappella” but as the name for the style of a capella that both they and we sing it fits perfectly. Traditional a capella throughout the centuries referred to “unaccompanied voices” and the style was predominantly choral. In the twentieth century, barbershop style groups laid the musical foundations for the doo-wop groups of the 1950s which mutated and morphed into the style that you’ll be hearing us sing. The rhythms, instruments and drivers of a song are reproduced by voices. Occasionally the melody will be harmonized, but more often than not the lead vocal remains a lead vocal.

We basically sing this rockappella style because it’s fun. It’s a challenge to get all the harmonies right and produce something both melodious yet arresting, but that’s what we’re constantly trying to achieve. The basic reason to reconstruct a song only using voices is to see how it survives and whether new dimensions are added through this process. When we listen to the ways in which the major groups have taken songs and reconstructed them with voices, we’re constantly blown away. For me, part of the aim of the show is to try and share our sense of awe at what we hear with as wide an audience as possible. 

4. Who are your audience? 

SIX2EIGHT appeals to quite a number of audience demographics, from college students through to mature executive levels. For the corporate circuit, the appeal stems from the traditional doo-wop songs and evergreens from the 1950s and 1960s. Songs that you’ll still hear on the radio, like the Flying Pickets “Only You”, Bee Gees “Massachussetts”, Ben E King “Stand By Me” and so on. Last year the group did a workshop performance for a Young KL Singers conference at the YMCA to an audience of below twentysomethings who were tremendously enthusiastic about the songs and the styles. As SIX2EIGHT are now also doing vocal arrangements of songs made famous by The Black Eyed Peas (“Let’s Get It Started”) and Avril Lavigne (“Complicated”), it’s hoped that this will spark a trend and inspire more young groups to form and experiment.

5. How did Six2Eight start and who are your members? How has it evolved over the year?

The group has its roots in the Philharmonic Society of Selangor, which in 1993 were forming a choir to perform Broadway songs in four part harmony. Edna Tan along with some other PSS members started experimenting with more popular songs, singing along to All 4 One and Boyz II Men songs. The group under the name Bubur Chacha had its first outing at the Ming Court Hotel (now Corus Hotel) Stardust Lounge in November 1994. Invitations to sing at weddings and Rotary Club functions followed which paved the way to performing at the Kapitan’s Klub on Jalan Ampang in both December 1995 and June 1996. This paved the way to being asked to perform for Red Ribbon Galas in both Kuala Lumpur and Penang in October 1996. In 1997 and 1998 the group took part in “From Bach To Beach Boys” and “From Mozart To Motown” respectively at the greatly missed KBN, presented by Panggung Negara, the PSS, and the Ministry of Culture, Arts and Tourism. At this point it was decided to rename the group “SIX2EIGHT” to facilitate greater focus on performing on the corporate circuit. In this, though, public outings continued to follow in each of the years 2000 to 2003 (“Rockappella Roll!!”, “Live at No Black Tie”, “Thank You For The Music”, “Boppin’ Along”, “Rock Around The Rainbow”) along with an occasional invitation to perform for a fund raiser (“Dance4Charity” in 2002, “Sharing The Blessing” in 2003 and Montford Boys in 2004).

How has it evolved? Difficult to answer, and maybe I’m not qualified, being as close to it as I am. In musical terms, occasional offshoots have sprung to try and develop different singing dimensions. All Ladies groups were developed for previous shows (The Barbettes in 2000, Wishful Thinking in 2002) for which the concept of Nicole (Thomas)’s Fancy Poultry has its roots. In personnel terms, the group no longer retains any of the original members from the early days. Twelve years is quite a long time. Life happens. People move on and up, get married, have children but like Old Man River, SIX2EIGHT somehow jes’ keeps rolling along. But in one sense we’re all still family. If we’re stuck, we can call on each other, and this sense of the SIX2EIGHT family is tremendously important to me. I think the group has achieved much in its first twelve years. I hope the new members can take SIX2EIGHT on to even greater things.

6. In what way is Six2Eight different from other singing groups?

I presume you mean other singing groups in Malaysia. I see each group as having its own character and personality and style according to the needs of the styles of songs they perform. The Choristers are precise and perfect because that’s what the songs and arrangements they perform demand. The Pitches are somewhat more bouncy, which reflects their jazzier repertoire. I like to think of SIX2EIGHT as vocal rock and roll – great fun to watch and listen to, slightly edgy in the musical attitude, yet remaining mainstream, vocally slick, and respectable. Ultimately, though, it’s accapella, and all groups bring different aspects of the genre to the musical table. To some extent, it is an acquired taste of music, but once the taste is acquired the rewards are delightful.

7. Who are some of your members? What are their backgrounds?

See the attached. For this show, Edna Tan and Ivy Winter have been coaxed out of SIX2EIGHT retirement to sing in the THEN section. In this, they will be joined by past SIX2EIGHT member Nicole Thomas, who will guest for some of the numbers. Reason for this is that one of the members (Lilian) had to forego performing the full show when it was discovered that she is now a mum-to-be.  But Lilian will still perform at least one or two songs in the show – there’s no way we would let her miss out performing on the KLPac stage. 

8. What are your future plans/projects? 

We’re doing a Mother’s Day show for the Kiwani’s at the Subang Sheraton and we’ve got a few enquiries for corporate shows in May. We’re always open to ideas and opportunities to spread awareness about the accapella genre. I know that in Singapore they hold conferences and camps for singers to get together for workshops and there are vocal jams that are held every month. With the excellent facilities for performance training now available at the KLPac, it may be that the time for this idea is now ripe.  

For me personally, I have a musicals songs project in which Joe and Faridah (of KLPac) have expressed interest and which we’ll be looking to get off the ground towards the end of this year. 

For the group, I’d like to get them into a studio one day and lay down a couple of the arrangements. It would be good to see them on TV too. I’d also like to see them perform the “Singapore” song before an audience in Singapore and see if they survive….

9. Anything that you would like to add?

SIX2EIGHT is a vocal harmony group based in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia that arranges and sings popular songs in the accapella style (ie voices only without accompaniment- no backing instruments or tapes). The singers hold senior positions across a range of professions, and since their formation in 1994 have performed at various formal and informal gatherings including company dinners, corporate launches, weddings, fund raisers, private gatherings, and anniversaries. Blending elegant sophistication and fine humour with snappy and tight vocals in performances, SIX2EIGHT is positioned to entertain the mature, educated executive audience. The singers are proud to have had the honour and privilege of performing before Royalty, honorable and senior Members of Parliament, visiting dignitaries, and senior figures in the corporate, business and society worlds who have been invited guests of honour at functions where the group was asked to perform. 

As part of a commitment to discharging our social responsibilities both as individuals and a group, SIX2EIGHT is always ready to lend support to fund raising causes that resonate with our values. Charitable associations for which the group has performed include the Malaysian AIDS Foundation, Kiwanis Downs Syndrome Foundation and Maurice LaCroix Miss Universe Charity Ball 2000. In January 2000 the group created, produced and staged a show called “Rockappella Roll!”, an evening of pop songs and dance “without accompaniment” and raised over RM60,000 for the Chung Hwa School Building Fund. The group also arranged, choreographed and staged "Greased – Stripped Down and Souped Up" as part of Dance4Charity in September 2002 to raise funds for Majlis Kanser Research. In July 2003 the group continued its association with Yap Cheng May and "a capella fest" and this third in the series raised funds for both Actors Studio and Dama Orchestra whose premises were destroyed in a flash flood in Kuala Lumpur. In December 2003 SIX2EIGHT helped to "Share The Blessing" and raise funds for the Nanyang Foundation at the Securities Commission Kuala Lumpur whilst March 2004 saw us helping to raise both the roof and substantial sums for Montford Boys at their Premier Charity Dinner.

A continual question is: why the name SIX2EIGHT? Is it working hours, happy hours or something else? (we understand that in Cantonese it means “easy to prosper”) Simply put, the name “SIX2EIGHT” is derived from the fact that for any given performance there will be between six and eight singers on stage. The professional demands of individual daytime schedules mean that someone may not on occasion be available to perform. In this, each of the singers can cover for each other and so maintain the close harmonies and delivery of the songs. Consequently, we will not fail to give a full performance and provide a unique entertainment experience. We pride ourselves in maintaining a professional attitude towards delivering entertainment oriented performances - hence "rockappella" - and continually seek to break a general view of a capella groups being seen as cute and choral but a bit "college" and not quite entertaining in the broader stream. This genre of music can rock - watch us prove it!

Check out our website www.six2eight.com for more detail on the history and background of the group.

