SIX2EIGHT – THEN2NOW!  Press Kit and Show Information


SIX2EIGHT – THEN2NOW! 

Marking twelve years since the original incarnation of Bubur Chacha started singing in the accapella style, Kuala Lumpur’s own Rockappella singers SIX2EIGHT present THEN2NOW!

What is it? 

SIX2EIGHT – THEN2NOW! is two sets of well known songs arranged and sung in the Rockappella style. THEN takes a retrospective look back through the twelve year catalogue of songs that the group has arranged and performed on previous outings. In this, some previous members of the group have been invited to come back together on the stage. NOW showcases the newer repertoire and introduces the younger blood of a new generation of singers. 

Who or what is SIX2EIGHT? 

SIX2EIGHT is a vocal harmony group group of very talented Malaysians (and one occasional mat salleh) who work by day in various professions but who come together by night for the simple love of singing. Based in Kuala Lumpur, the group arranges and sings popular songs in the a capella style (ie without the accompaniment of musical instruments). Since their formation in 1994 as Bubur Chacha and subsequent evolution into SIX2EIGHT, they remain one of the foremost groups in Malaysia performing this style of music. Blending elegant sophistication and fine humour with snappy and tight vocal performances, they have performed at a wide range of both formal and informal functions, including company dinners, corporate launches, weddings, fund raisers, private gatherings, and anniversaries at all levels of Malaysian Society. 
What is Rockappella? 

It’s accapella singing (ie voices only; no instruments or backing tapes) with a kick. Think of Manhattan Transfer with a vocalised boom box and we’re getting close. Someone once described what we do as rock and roll vocals without the loudness, which is also quite close. We take songs that either have already been given the accapella treatment by other exponents of the style, or we pick songs that we like and rework them with voices. Often one voice will take the lead vocal whilst the others are arranged to create the backing for the song.  

Is is suitable for children? 

Well, it’s not unsuitable, but maybe those below the age of ten might not get why we do what we do. At a previous outing where we did accapella arrangements of songs from “Grease – The Musical”, one guest said that he enjoyed the show but wondered why we didn’t use backing music. The point of doing a song accapella is to try and give a different dimension to the song as originally written. Taking the song away from its instruments and deconstructing it for voices to see if it gains something in the process. This might mean that folks like the young who don’t have a lengthy music background of listening to songs might not get it. On the other hand, we’re doing voice only versions of songs like the Black Eyed Peas “Let’s Get It Started” and Avril Lavigne’s “Complicated” so we are covering a wide range of musical styles. Additionally, outside of one self- penned comedy song about the effects of taking fake Viagra, the show is pretty wholesome.

What kind of songs will SIX2EIGHT be performing? Our usual eclectic range, and mostly uptempo songs. THEN will include perennial favourites such as “Stand By Me”, “Stupid Cupid” and “In The Mood” whilst NOW will, among others, showcase our arrangements of “Twist and Shout”, “Sway”, “Warisan” and “Pang Yau”. 

Other information

The individual biodatas of the singers is appended.

When possible, the group also turns its talent to support charitable causes and has helped raise funds for a range of beneficiaries, including the Chung Hwa School Building Fund in January 2000, Majlis Kanser Research in September 2002, Nanyang Foundation in December 2003 and Montford Youth Training Centre in March 2004. We’re also scheduled to perform to a group of Special Mothers at a function organised by one of the Kiwani’s Clubs for the forthcoming Mother’s Day.

A continual question is: why the name SIX2EIGHT? Is it working hours, happy hours or something else? (we understand that in Cantonese it means “easy to prosper”) Simply put, the name “SIX2EIGHT” is derived from the fact that for any given performance there will normally be between six and eight singers on stage (though for THEN2NOW, SIX2EIGHT becomes more like ten to twelve…). SIX2EIGHT prides itself in maintaining a professional attitude towards delivering entertainment oriented performances - hence "rockappella" - and continually seeks to break a perceived general view of a capella groups being seen as cute and choral but a bit "college" and not quite entertaining in the broader stream. This genre of music can rock - watch us prove it!

For more detail, please visit our website www.six2eight.com
Venue: KLPerforming Arts Centre, Jalan Strachan, Sentul, Kuala Lumpur

Dates:  20th to 22nd April 2006, 8.30pm; 23rd April 3pm

Tickets:RM40 (adults), RM25 for students, disabled and senior citizens (ie 60+), available at KLPAC Box Office (tel 03 4047 9000) and The Actor’s Studio Box Office (03 2094 9400) email tickets@klpac.com

Postcard Blurb

Come and join Kuala Lumpur’s own SIX2EIGHT as they take a retrospective look back through their twelve year catalogue of kicking accapella tunes in THEN2NOW!

SIX2EIGHT take songs that either have already been given the accapella treatment by other exponents of the style, or pick songs that they like and rework them with voices taking the instruments and backing. 

Expect to be well and truly entertained by perennial SIX2EIGHT favourites such as “Stand By Me”, “Stupid Cupid” and “In The Mood” and check out the vocal treatments they’ll be giving to songs like “Sway”, the Black Eyed Peas “Let’s Get It Started” and Avril Lavigne’s “Complicated.” Rockin’!!

